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West Union Newsletter
Your guide to the West Union Main Street Chamber &
Business Community

What’s Happening in February?

Chamber Updates
As part of our continued efforts to expand and improve, our Executive Director,
Matthew Marsala, has a new email. Matt can now be reached at
matt@wuchamber.com.

RAGBRAI 2022

West Union has been selected to be an overnight town for RAGBRAI this year.
For those that may not know, RAGBRAI stands for the Register's Annual Great
Bicycle Ride Across Iowa. This organization has been putting on an annual
bicycle ride starting on the west side of Iowa and ending in the Mississippi
River. West Union has had the chance to host twice as an overnight town; the
last time being in 2005. With an estimated five to ten thousand riders, West
Union will be in an excellent position to advertise our city, local businesses, and
community. Any questions regarding RAGBRAI should be directed to Matthew
Marsala at (563) 422-3070 or ragbrai@wuchamber.com.

Funding Opportunities
Sports Tourism Marketing – The Enhance Iowa Board will accept
applications for the new Sports Tourism program starting February 1. The
program will provide financial assistance for projects that market or promote
professional, collegiate, and, amateur-level sporting events that occur in Iowa.
Cities, counties, Iowa not-for-profit economic development organizations, or

other Iowa not-for-profit organizations, including those that sponsor or support
sporting events, are eligible to apply for assistance up to 50% of the eligible
cost to actively promote or market an eligible sporting event. Grant requests
may not exceed $500,000.
Paint Iowa Beautiful Grants Paint Iowa Beautiful Grants are available for
community enhancement projects across the state through a partnership with
Diamond Vogel Paint of Orange City and Keep Iowa Beautiful. The online grant
application is now open and can be completed and submitted by February 14,
2022.
Derelict Building Grant Program The Program’s main focus is landfill
diversion through the recycling and reuse of building materials and the
elimination of hazards both inside and out posed by these empty structures.
FY22 application deadline is Friday, February 25, 2022, for applicants who
are seeking funding assistance with conducting asbestos inspections, asbestos
abatement, structural engineering analysis, phase I and phase II site
assessments, building deconstruction, and building renovation expenses. To
learn more, click here.
Hometown Grant Program T-Mobile's Hometown Grant program takes new
applications quarterly. The Spring applications open in January and close in
March – so now is the time to work on your application! Grants up to $50,000
are available for projects in towns with 50,000 people or fewer.
Assistance from the Iowa Finance Authority COVID-19 impacted renters
and homeowners can apply for assistance with rent and mortgage payments
through two programs. For more information visit Iowa Housing Recovery Iowa Finance Authority.

New Members
Business Gold
Gundersen Palmer Lutheran Hospital
Johansen Consulting LLC
Knox Financial Services LLC

Business Silver
China Kitchen

Business Bronze
Hawkeye Telephone Company
Neighborhood Home
Quillin’s Quality Foods
Spahn & Rose Lumber Co
Stoney Brook Village

Featured Business
Kerndt Brothers Bank

With help from the good people of Northeast Iowa, few banks today can lay
claim to the strength and security of Kerndt Brothers Bank; a four-generation
family legacy building in Iowa since 1856. With nearly $300 million in assets,
the bank provides a wide variety of banking services including personal and
business checking accounts, loans for almost any purpose, deposits,

insurance, wealth management, and investment services. Based in Lansing,
Iowa, the Bank serves customers in Allamakee, Fayette, Winneshiek, and Linn
Counties. Kerndt Brothers Bank is a member of the FDIC and an Equal
Housing Lender
Kerndt Brothers will be hosting this month’s Chamber After 5. Please join
us on Wednesday, February 23rd, 2022 at 5:00 PM at Kerndt Brothers
Bank, 205 N Vine St, West Union, IA 52175.

Education Class
February’s educational class will be titled, “How can RAGBRAI help you?” It will
be hosted at the Chamber on Wednesday, February 16th, 2022 from 12:00
PM to 1:00 PM. We will break down what you need to know about RAGBRAI,
how to stay connected for updates, and how your business can benefit from
this event. Please call us at (563) 422-3070 or email matt@wuchamber.com to
register.

Meet Our Board
Each month, we will be introducing a new member of our board. The month of
January introduces our board Vice President, Tiffany Johansen.

Tiffany Johansen of Johansen Consulting, LLC
Tiffany Johansen is a small business professional with more than 15 years of
experience assisting businesses. Her passion is providing small business
solutions for her clients by helping build infrastructure, guiding them with her
knowledge, experience, and leadership.
Johansen Consulting, LLC has four subsidiary companies: Big Rig Solutions,
Business Solutions, HR Solutions, and Safety Solutions. All four of these
entities provide services that can independently assist businesses with specific

demands, or they can be coupled together for customized support for multiple
needs. Tiffany enjoys consulting with organizations in their early-stage
endeavors and with existing organizations. Human resources, payroll,
bookkeeping, QuickBooks support, business start-up, DOT compliance, and
safety are just a few of the many services Johansen Consulting provides. Prior
to launching Johansen Consulting, LLC, Tiffany held several leadership
positions in healthcare, local government, construction, and educational
organizations. Tiffany holds a Master of Business Administration degree from
Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa.
Tiffany is proud to be a member of the West Union Chamber/Main Street. She
has served since November 2019. “There is so much excitement and
momentum building within our Board. Since our November meeting and the
announcement of our renewed focus as a board, we have already seen an
increase in business involvement. I’m excited to be a part of this movement and
as a local business owner, I encourage all businesses to jump in with us and
support each other. Whether it is attending an event, shopping at a store,
utilizing the services of a business, or sharing a social media post of fellow
business – it’s all important!”
In her downtime, Tiffany enjoys camping with her family, reading,
crafting/woodworking, and listening to music. She is married to Lonny.
Combined, they have four children and four grandchildren!

Correction on last month’s newsletter: We incorrectly listed Northeast Iowa RC&D as a
member. They are not. Fayette County Economic Development & Tourism is a Civic
Organization member.
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