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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS 
Another benefit of your West Union Chamber Membership! 

www.westunion.com 

West Union’s Annual Community Awards Banquet held on Saturday, 

January 18th was a great success again this year! We had 114          

attendees helping us celebrate the “Stars & Stripes” of our community 

during an inspiring evening.  

The individuals who were nominated by the community and chosen by 

the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors to receive awards this 

year were: Joann Boyer: Health, Edie Langerman: Education, Claire 

Britt: Youth, Mary Anne Hoey: Community Service, and Samantha Ohl-

son: Religion. Congratulations again on your well deserved awards! 

Also recognized that evening was Main Street West Union’s Volunteer of 

the Year, Carolyn Havenstrite. The Union followed with an outstanding 

slideshow honoring this year’s Citizens of the Year, the Citizens of West 

Union! It truly showcased all the events in West Union that contributed to 

our community coming together to help each other in 2013. 

Thank you to all who purchased raffle tickets, which earned $345 

to be used towards this year’s 4th of July Celebration! The  

Chamber would especially like to thank Deb Theis and Moonlight 

Stitching Studio & Sisters Retreat for donating the beautiful quilt 

that was raffled. Congratulations to Steve Stark on winning this 

stunning prize and also to Joleen Ohlson, who took home the 

cash prize in the 50/50 Raffle!  

Finally a big thank you to: the West Union Chamber Board of 

Directors, Miss West Union Julie Breuer, Main Street West Union, 

Echo Valley Banquet & Reception Center, Gus Kapnisis, City’s 

Edge Golf & Grill, the Chamber Retail Committee, Old Mill Floral 

and the Fayette County Union for all their efforts that  made for a        

successful celebration again this year! 

Thank You 2014 Banquet Sponsors! 

The Chamber of Commerce would like to give a big  

“Thank You” to this year’s Appetizer Sponsors!  

Your willingness to give generously for this and other 

events  throughout the community is so very greatly appreciated! 
 

Palmer Lutheran Health Center  Bank 1st  

Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank  Homestead Iowa Realty 

Imperial Roof Systems   Fagle View Meats 

Lauer & Lauer Insurance Agency  J & W Auto Body 

City’s Edge Golf & Grill   McJ’s Embroidery 

Gunderson Lutheran Health Center  Good Samaritan Society 

Best Rest Inn & Suites   Main Street West Union 

Wayne & Carolyn Havenstrite  Quillin’s Foods 

Please join us in welcoming 3 new members to the  

Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors! Gail Hackman, 

Old Mill Floral, Carolyn Havenstrite, J & W Auto Body, and 

Amy Christensen, Sims TV & Electronics. We are glad to 

have them on board! Please feel free to contact any Board 

Members with suggestions or questions. 
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Chamber Spotlight: Anytime Fitness 

Their mission is simple… Enrich lives through better health. 

Anytime Fitness opened in August, 2011 and is owned and operated by Josh and Nedra Blietz of West 

Union.  Their daughters, Taylor and Morgan Huinker, also work part-time at the family business.  Taylor, a 

junior at UNI, works during the summer while home from college and Morgan, a senior at North Fayette 

Valley, works part-time throughout the year. Personal Training Manager Kate Diaz, 

M.S. CSCS is on staff full-time and Personal Trainers Sean Singewald and Mor-

gan Kaye are on staff part-time.  The entire staff’s main goal is to focus on the 

satisfaction and results throughout their members’ fitness journeys. 

Members choose Anytime Fitness because it is convenient, 

affordable, and fun! With your membership, you can workout 

when it’s convenient for you—day or night! Members have 

secure access to the gym 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.   At Anytime Fitness, they give 

you a key to the front door, literally. Access to their club is protected by a state-of-the-art security system and 

will only be granted with the proper key, so you can always feel safe when working out at Anytime Fitness.  

With awesome equipment and the support and encouragement from their club staff, you 

have every opportunity to achieve your fitness goals.  They offer a wide variety of cutting-

edge cardio, strength, and free-weight equipment to ensure that you get exactly what you 

are looking for in a gym, and also offer 24 hour tanning.  To help get them started, each 

new member receives an equipment orientation and complimentary personal fitness con-

sultation, including an explanation and demonstration of basic exercise principles.  They 

also offer personalized exercise programs to help members achieve the results they are 

working towards.  Personal training is an option as well and could include small group or 

one-on-one training.  “Anytime Health,” an online resource for living well, is an additional support tool avail-

able to Anytime Fitness members.   

For more information about Anytime Fitness, contact Josh or Nedra at 563-422-3100 or  

visit www.anytimefitness.com or their Facebook Page www.facebook.com/AnytimeFitnessWestUnionIA . 

Personal  

Trainers 

Kate, Sean   

and Morgan 

Thank you to Anytime Fitness for your Chamber membership and support! 

Owners  

Josh & Nedra 

also have  

locations in  

Guttenberg & 

La Crosse 

The 31st Annual show is returning to the newly-renovated Decorah High School this year. After two years at the Decorah Middle School, 
the return to the High School will offer participants and attendees more space and an open atmosphere. As always, the public is invited 
to the free event. The one-day expo normally attracts approximately 2000 visitors. 
 
The show will again run from 10-3, with the Annual Sunflower Childcare Pancake Brunch beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the High School Cafe-
teria adjacent to the exhibits. Up to 90 exhibitors are expected at this year's show, displaying products and services ranging from home 
improvement to leisure-time pursuits to lawn & garden. Last year's show offered displays such as kitchen and bathroom renovation, 
home design, concrete work including decorative overlays, indoor and outdoor furniture, lawn and garden tractors and equipment, bicy-
cles, watercraft, vehicles and lots of food sampling.  Outdoor displays are anticipated again this year. 
 
Children's games are planned again, and for the first time one of the films featured in this year's Oneota Film Festival will be shown at 
the High School during the Home Show hours. The film festival will be running in venues in Decorah from Friday, February 28th through 
Sunday, March 2nd.  
 
10' x 10' exhibitor spaces are still available to any business involved in related activities. Details are available to prospective exhibitors by 
call KDEC during business hours at 563-382-4251, e-mailing the station at kdec@kdecradio.net or visiting the KDEC website at 
www.kdecradio.net . 
 
The annual event is produced and sponsored by KDEC AM1240 and FM100.5 in Decorah. Admission is free. Additional information is 
available by contacting Jeni Grouws at KDEC or on facebook.  

2014 KDEC Home, Sport & Garden Show Set For Sunday, March 2nd  

http://www.anytimefitness.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AnytimeFitnessWestUnionIA
mailto:kdec@kdecradio.net
www.kdecradio.net


Page 3 February 2014 

GREEN PILOT UPDATE  

DISTRICT GEOTHERMAL SYSTEM: 

The first buildings to utilize the new district geothermal system had their systems turned on in January.  Woodard 
Insurance building was the first building to turn the system on and several other buildings will soon do the same.  
Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank, Fehr-Graham, Spirits & Such and the West Union Chamber of Commerce are 
completing their conversions now.  The three buildings undergoing renovation for the Multi-Family Housing pro-
ject will also connect to the system later this spring.  

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING PROJECT: 

Work continues on the three buildings that are a part of the Multi-Family housing project.  Mechanical system work is taking place 
along with sheet rocking on the second floors. New structural support beams will be installed in the Bank Block building in the 
next few weeks.  The construction firm will need to utilize some of the parking areas for equipment as they make these necessary 
repairs.  

FAÇADE MASTER PLAN UPDATE: 

Congratulations to the Bank Block building for completing the north bay of their building which has brought a new business to 
West Union!  Concept of Iowa Hearing Aid Center celebrated their Grand Opening on January 23rd.   The new façade and interior 
improvements to this building will welcome customers and is a great improvement to our downtown district.  The enclosures on 
the front of the buildings allow the construction company to continue working through this chilly weather.  We appreciate every-
one’s patience as work continues to complete this project as quickly as possible.  

ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANT PROGRAM: 

Businesses located within the Downtown Urban Renewal area are reminded that they may be eligible for rebates related to en-
ergy improvements made to their building.  About $25,000 remains in this grant program which will expire on March 31, 2014.  To 
see how you may qualify, please contact the Main Street West Union office at 422-8655.  

►Country View  
Dairy 

►West Union  
Motors 

►Fagle View  
Meats 

FIREWORKS CAN COLLECTION 

The can collection bin for the annual fireworks celebration 

is located at Old Mill Redemption Center on Hwy 150 South 

by the car wash & Jay’s Automotive.  The Chamber of 

Commerce is continuing to collect cans to help fund the 

annual fireworks celebration on July 4th.  As you do some 

Fall cleanup, why not donate those cans to  good cause? Thanks for 

your contribution!! 

Regional Main Street Workshop in West Union  

February 4th 

Main Street West Union will be hosting a regional  

Main Street State training on February 4th from  

9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at Moonlight Stitching Studio.   

Main Street volunteers from northeast Iowa will       

spend  the day participating in training and will tour     

the projects currently underway in West Union.   

Reminder: Beginning with this month’s 

newsletter, the Chamber will begin 

emailing all newsletters to those who 

have provided an email address.        

Copies will be available at the          

Chamber Office. 
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West Union Chamber of Commerce 

101 North Vine Street 

West Union, IA  52175 

Phone: 563-422-3070 

Email: wuchamber@alpinecom.net 

www.westunion.com 

Delivered  
right to your computer! 


