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COMMUNITY AWARDS BANQUET PLANNED

The annual Community Awards Banquet
will be held on Saturday, January 22nd
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Echo Valley
Banquet Center on Hwy 18 west. This
annual event will honor many of our local
residents who make West Union a great
place to live. Volunteer award nomina-
tions were due to the Chamber of Com-
merce office by December 31st and the
Board of Directors will be choosing from
those for this year's award winners. The
Fayette County Union’s “Citizen of the
Year” will also be honored as well as Main
Street West Union volunteers.

This year's banquet theme “Celebrating
our High Rollers” will have a casino theme
and promises to have lots of fun included
in the evening. Attendees will have a

chance to enjoy some casino games,
great food, and a fun celebration. Tick-
ets are now on sale at the Chamber of-
fice for $15 each. The event will also
serve as a reunion for past Citizen of the
Year award winners as we celebrate
West Union’s past as we move into the
future.

Local businesses are encouraged to be
a sponsor for either the evenings appe-
tizers or dessert for only $50. A spon-
sorship form is included with this news-
letter and should be returned to the
Chamber office by January 14th. For
more information about any of the eve-
nings events, please contact the Cham-
ber office at 422-3070.

HOLIDAY PUNCH CARD A GREAT SUCCESS!

The annual holiday punch card promotion
continues to grow every year and 2010
was another successful year. We would
like to thank all the businesses that partici-
pated this year and especially thank the
retail committee members for their work
on the promotion. Special thanks to Ron
Saboe for making the snowman and to
Gail Hackman and LeAnn Larson for their
painting talents, and to Deb Theis for mak-
ing the scarves. Business owners are
reminded to return their cut-outs to the
Chamber office so they can be used for a
future promotion.
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The grand prize winners of $100 in West
Union scrip money were Shelly Frieden,
Elgin, Jacinda Cooley, Hawkeye, Joyce
Guyer, West Union, Martha Bartenhagen,
West Union, and Judy Meskel, West Un-
ion. These lucky winners will continue to
enjoy shopping locally into the new year.

This year so many cards were turned in
for the weekly drawings that we are still in
the process of counting them. We will
print a final tally in next month’s newslet-
ter. 24 weekly winners were each
awarded $25 gift certificates to local busi-
nesses and many of our winners said this
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was the first time they had ever won any-
thing! What a great way to thank and en-
courage customers to shop locally.!
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NEW YEAR

Fayette County Economic Development
and the Northeast lowa Business Net-
work have several classes happening in
northeast lowa for small business own-
ers.

The first class will be held at the Re-
gional Academy for Math & Science
(RAMS) Center in Oelwein on Thursday,
January 20, 2011 from 6-8 p.m, Peter
Awad with Stratus Web Group will share
“How to Start a Business on eBay”. Cost
for the class is $20 and those interested
in attending should call the FCED office
at 422-5073 to register.

Several Quickbooks classes will be
taught around the region in early 2011
and a class will be set up in West Union
if we have at least 10 attendees. If you
are a business owner who currently uses
Quickbooks for your business or would
like to learn how to use this system, this
is the class for you. If you are interested
in taking this class, please call the Cham-

.ber office to be added to the list. The
class will be held in February or March
on three nights and the cost is $20. We
must have 10 registered to hold the
class.

Entrepreneuers interested in starting a
new business or those looking to add a
new component to their current business
will be interested in the FastTrac classes
offered in April. This series of classes
touches on many areas that individuals
should consider when starting or expand-
ing a business. Topics include how to
write a business plan, where to get fi-
nancing for small business, advertising
and marketing, and many other issues
facing small business owners. The
classes will meet every Thursday begin-
ning on April 7, 2011. Cost is $40. To
register, please call the FCED office at
422-5073.

FCCF GRANT APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

The Fayette County Community Founda-
tion has released their grant applications
for the 2011 award cycle. All local civic
groups and organizations are encour-
aged to complete an application for pro-
jects happening around Fayette County.
Each year the Foundation awards funds
to many different groups for projects in
the areas of Art & Culture, Health, Com-
munity Affairs & Development, Human
Services, Education, Environmental
Education & Protection, and Historic
Preservation. Following a county-wide
survey conducted in 2010, the Founda-
tion will have two funding priorities for

2011: Community Planning/Long
Range Goal Setting, and Recreation
Tourism. There is no specific dollar
amount set aside for funding projects in
these priority areas, but requests for
projects aligning with these priorities
may be reviewed with favor. Requests
not aligning with these priorities may still
be submitted.

This year the foundation will have just
over $90,000 to award. Applications

are due February 1, 2011 and grant

awards will be announced in April 2011.

PEACE THROUGH CORN COMING TO PAC

The two-man play “Peace Through
Corn,” dramatizing the unprecedented
relation of lowa Farmer Roswell Garst
and Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev,
will be held on February 21 at 7:00 p.m.
at the North Fayette Performing Arts
Center in West Union. This production
is presented by Main Street West Union
and funded by Humanities lowa and the
lowa Department of Cultural Affairs.

Written by lowa playwright Cynthia Mer-

Mercati, “Peace through Corn” brings
alive the amazing, true relationship
that developed during the late 1950s
between a brash lowa farmer and a
powerful communist dictator. The set-
ting was the icy depths of the Cold
War, a fearful time when the US and
USSR were poised at the brink of mu-
tual nuclear annihilation. Neverthe-
less, Garst and Khrushchev forged a
unique human bond based on their
mutual fascination with agricultural in-

Northeast lowa

BUSINESS NETWORK

Growing Opportunities

Applications are available at the
Chamber/Main Street office or online
at www.fayetteccf.org.

Fayette County

Affiliate of the Community Foundation of NE IA

novation, as well as their shared
love of a good laugh and a ferocious
debate.

West Union is one of eight communi-
ties across the state chosen to host
this performance as part of the 50th
anniversary commemoration of
Khrushchev’'s 1959 visit to lowa.
Tickets are available at the Cham-
ber/Main Street office.
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GREEN PILOT UPDATE

T STREETSCAPE CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: With winter officially here, the construction on the street-

scape project has halted until spring weather allows. The major work done this fall included valves on

U water mains on the perimeter of the project area that will allow the water system to be more easily con-

trolled during the actual project construction. A new water main was placed on South Vine Street from

GREEN the southern end of the project, just south of Linden Street to Plum Street. A new sanitary sewer main

STREETSCAPE was also placed in this same location.

piLoT PROGRAM The contractor made good progress this fall for the short construction period they had. They will begin

construction again on Vine Street starting on the lower end at Linden Street moving north. They antici-

pate working on two blocks at a time which will include the 100 block of South Vine Street from the old city hall building north

to the Chamber building. Work will be done on underground utilities including waiter and sewer lines and new infrastructure
for the geothermal system. At the same time, grading of the street and sidewalk areas will be performed.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS: There are several financial assistance programs available to assist West Union
businesses in making energy efficient and fagade improvements to their businesses. Business owners are reminded that
some of the assistance programs require the project to be approved for funding prior to any work beginning. Now is a
great time to take a look at possible projects you may be considering for your business and begin the process of completing
an application, getting bids from contractors, etc. That way you can have all of your paperwork done and be ready to begin
your project when the weather conditions allow. Assistance is available for new energy star windows and doors, improved
electrical upgrades, energy star appliances and equipment, signage, and exterior painting. For more information about any
of these programs, please contact the Chamber/Main Street office.

2011 CHAMBER EVENTS

The Chamber Board and Retail Committee have set the following dates
for events sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce for 2011. Be sure
to mark these dates on your calendar and watch for more details to fol-
low throughout the year!

January 22 Community Awards Banquet
April 7,8 &9 Ladies Weekend Special Event
Community Awards Banquet June 4 Dairy Days Celebration

July 4 Fireworks Celebration

August 27 WU Stock Celebration
Saturday, January 22 Sept. 22,23 & 24 Fall Open Houses

Echo Valley Banquet Center November 3 Holiday Punch Card begins
Hwy 18 West

“Celebrating our High Rollers”

November 10-12 Holiday Open Houses

6:00 p.m.
Social Hour & Casino games

7:00 p.m.
Dinr'?er WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS!
8:00 p.m.
Awards Ceremony The start of a new year always means new board members repre-
senting our membership. This year we welcome three new board
Tickets are $15 each at the members who will begin serving a 3-year term on the board.
Chamber of Commerce Office These folks represent you, so please welcome them and give them
a call with your suggestions, questions, or concerns. We welcome
the following new board members:

Jenni Elsbernd—Palmer Lutheran Health Center
Melody Patrick—First National Bank
Ryan Hoey—Imperial Roofing

Special thanks to Cheryl Meyer and Brian Reichter who have com-
pleted their 3 year terms! We appreciate all they have done to sup-
port the Chamber over the past 3 years.
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Follow us on Facebook and at www.westunion.com

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

21

Happy New Year!!

West Union City Council Meeting
Chamber Board meeting

Turkey River Rec Corridor meeting

MSWU Organization Committee
meeting

Food & Farm Coalition meeting in
Decorah
Post Prom Can Drive at NFHS

Little Hawks Wrestling Tournament at
NFHS

MSWU Board meeting
NIBN meeting in Oelwein
Barn Quilts of Fayette County meeting

Fayette County Raceway Awards Ban
quet at Dance Pavilion

Martin Luther King Day

West Union City Council meeting
NF School Board meeting

MSWU Design Committee meeting

Fayette County Local Housing Trust
Fund meeting in Fayette

Regional Chamber Exec meeting in
Waukon

West Union Community Development
Exec meeting
Blood Drive at NFHS

Community Awards Banquet at Echo
Valley Banquet Center

FCED Board meeting in Fayette

CARE PACKAGES
FOR
HOMETOWN SOLIDERS

Sarah Biver, President of the Junior
American Legion in West Union is
organizing a drive to fill care pack-
ages for our hometown soldiers
who are serving their country over-
seas. Sarah is seeking monetary
donations or items to fill the boxes
and would appreciate any help our
local businesses can provide. Her
goal is to make sure that our home-
town soldiers know that their com-
munity cares for them during their
time away. If you would like to
make a donation, please call Sarah
at 422-4013.




