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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS 
Another benefit of your West Union Chamber Membership! 

www.westunion.com 

A special thank you to all the businesses and 

private residents who contributed to the annual 

fireworks celebration in West Union on the 4th 

of July!  

Congratulations  Morgan Wolfs 

The Chamber would like to congratulate Morgan 

Wolfs, Miss West Union 2014. We know that Morgan 

will represent West Union proudly as she attends 

area community events. Morgan is a 2014 North Fay-

ette Valley graduate. She plans to attend the Univer-

sity of Northern Iowa to pursue a career in nursing. 

While attending NFV, Morgan was involved in vol-

leyball, golf, Dance-line, chorus, SODA, cheerleading 

for basketball and football, and band. Morgan is also 

a Sunday school teacher and is on her church’s Edu-

cation Committee. Congratulations Morgan! 

   Thank you, Melissa Fagle, for all the hard work and dedication you gave 

during your time as the West Union Chamber of Commerce Coordinator! 

Good luck with all your plans for the future! You will be missed!      

 -The West Union Chamber of Commerce 

West Union Dental Associates  

Palmer Lutheran Health Center 

Sims TV & Electronics/Radio Shack 

Kerndt Bros. Savings Bank 

Prairie View Management 

Easton’s Water Conditioning 

Spahn & Rose Lumber Co.  

Moss Roofing & Insulation 

City of West Union Workers 

West Union Chamber of Commerce 

 

Thanks to Our 4th of July Sponsors! 
Thanks to all of you who helped sponsor the activities for the July 4th celebration!  

 CIVIC Club 

Black Hills Energy  

Imperial Roof Systems 

Kevin’s Construction 

Heying Firms 

Barrel Drive-In 

Lucas Steinlage 

Henry & Karla Langreck 

Main Street West Union 

Cameron Elmer DDS 

Don Kamaus, CPA 

Moss Service Center 

Good Samaritan Society 

Bemis Distributing 

Victor & Karen Schmidt 

Old Mill Floral 

The Rec Center 

Bank 1st  
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Chamber Spotlight: West Union Veterinary Clinic 

Thank you to the West Union Veterinary Clinic for your Chamber membership and support! 

New Chamber Coordinator - Jennifer Tobin 

My name is Jennifer Tobin, and I’d like to introduce myself as the new Coordinator for the West Union Chamber of Com-

merce. I was born and raised in New Hampton and recently moved here from Mason City with my husband of 3 years and 

local police officer, Mike Tobin. I am thrilled to be working in such a wonderful community and I look forward to getting to 

know all of you! Please bear with me as I learn the ropes. I have some big shoes to fill as Melissa’s replacement, but I 

know I will be learning from the best. Thank you all for your support as I start this new adventure! Office hours will stay 

the same: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10am to 4:30pm. I can be reached at 563-422-3070, or wucham-

ber@alpinecom.net. Stop in the Chamber office and introduce yourself, I’d love to meet you! 

WU Stock Parade Entries 
 
Parade entries for the August 23

rd
 WU-Stock Pa-

rade are now being accepted!  Make sure your 
business, group or organization is represented in 
this event!  There is NO entry fee, we simply ask 
that you complete an entry form so we can share 
information about your entry with parade watch-
ers!!  Entry forms are avai lable at 
www.westunion.com under the Main Street tab.  

Students invited to join the Walking School Bus this fall! 

The West Union Walking School Bus is looking for more students to 

join the program this fall. The Walking School Bus walks to school 

Wednesday and Friday mornings and has three routes throughout the 

community. 

A Walking School Bus is a group of students walking to school with 

adult supervisors. Walking School Buses get kids active, which is es-

sential for healthy growth and development, academic achievement 

and classroom behavior. To learn more or sign up, contact Ashley 

Christensen:  563-382-6171 or achristensen@uerpc.org. 

The West Union Veterinary Clinic has been around as long as 
most residents can remember. This month not only marks 50 
years of service for Dr. Wayne Bieknese, but his 80

th
 birthday as 

well.   
 
50 years ago, in 1964, Wayne Bieknese came to West Union and 
became a partner with Dr. Merrill Frevert, who had began his prac-
tice here in 1933. Frevert had worked from his home on his farm-
stead, which was located on the land where the current building 
(built in 1955) sits. Bieknese remembers when the only buildings 
to the West were Cutty’s Boot Hill Supper Club, the bowling alley, 
and Heying Firms. To the East was Fanzen Implement. The gro-
cery store, strip mall, and all the homes to the North, were farm 
land when Bieknese began work.  
 
Bieknese recalls a time when agriculture was even more abundant in the West Union area. He says with the change 
from family farm to larger operations, he has seen a change in the type and size of farms they work with. Small ani-
mal care has increased over the years as people have welcomed small animals into their lives as family members. 
They have become bigger priorities than they may have been in the past. John Baldwin’s primary work is with large 
animals, while Wayne Bieknese now works more with smaller animals.  Bieknese said he has definitely been able to 
see the benefits of having small animals, especially for those who live alone. He says, “They are certainly called com-
panion animals for a reason.”  
 
West Union Veterinary Clinic also practices Veterinary Orthopedic Manipulation. This is a practice similar to chiro-
practic work on primarily small animals. They also offer pharmaceuticals and small animal products in the clinic.  

 
John Baldwin became partners with Wayne Bieknese in 1980. They are both 
graduates of Iowa State University. Along with two other employees, this 
team helps make animals in our area healthy, both large and small. They 
strive to maintain healthy animals through preventative health care and try to 
solve any problems that may be making animals sick. They have both made 
a lifelong commitment to serving and saving the animals in the West Union 
area and undoubtedly deserve the West Union Chamber Spotlight for this 
month! 

The West Union Veterinarian Clinic is located at 508 W. Bradford, or call (563) 422-3519 

Dr. John Baldwin and Dr. Wayne Bieknese 
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GREEN PILOT UPDATE  

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING PROJECT: 
Work is winding down on the Multi-family hosing project and is set to be complete by the end of August.  Rental applica-

tions are now being accepted for anyone interested in renting these apartments.  Future tenants must meet income 

guidelines for the 80% LMI (low to moderate income bracket) which allows for a single person to make $33,000 annually.  

Please contact the Main Street West Union office for more information.  A special Open House will be scheduled for the 

end of August. 

 
FAÇADE MASTER PLAN UPDATE: 
This project is also nearing the end as final windows and doors will soon be in place.  Tuck-pointing and exterior painting are almost com-

plete giving downtown West Union a much improved look.  Custom windows will soon be installed and the project completed by the end 

of August or early September.  A special ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held during the Downtown Block Party on August 21st. 

NEW GRANT OPPORTUNITIES: 

The legislature has set aside funding for future Façade and Challenge Grant projects.  There is a 50% local match required and West 

Union will be allowed to submit one grant application for a project located within the downtown district.  Projects can include rehab of cur-

rent buildings, painting, equipment upgrades or new construction with awards ranging from $15,000 to $75,000. Anyone interested in 

learning more about the requirements should contact the Main Street West Union office before August 15 th. 

WEST UNION FEATURED IN IOWA ENERGY CENTER VIDEO: 

The Iowa Energy Center, located at Iowa State University in Ames, will visit West Union on August 1st to shoot video of the many projects 

taking place or recently completed within the community.  The video will be featured at the Iowa Energy Summit in September showcas-

ing projects across the State of Iowa.  This video allows West Union to show others from across the Midwest what a great community we 

have and the many opportunities that are in place for new business and industry.  The video will focus on the energy efficient measures 

and green infrastructure as well as the district geothermal system. 

The upstairs apartment in the 

Chamber building  is available 

to rent. Contact the Chamber 

office for more information. 

Sims TV & Electronics/Radio Shack now 

carries both US Cellular and I Wireless. 

Playin’ on the Plaza 

August Schedule  

7th - Jason Ray Brown 

14th - Done Doin’ Laundry 

21st - Patsy Wellman 

          Downtown Block Party 

28th - West Union Idol, Singing Competition 

6 PM @ the 

Civic Plaza 

Downtown Block 

Party 

Mark your calendars for the An-
nual Downtown Block Party on 
Thursday, August 21st!  Everyone 
is invited! Enjoy live music on the 
Civic Plaza stage, great food from 
local vendors, and special events 
in our downtown stores.  Wine 
tasting, special sales, and tours are 
in the planning stages so be sure 
to head downtown and check it all 
out!!  

The Good Samaritan 

Society is hosting 

Community Coffee 

August 19th at 2:30 in 

the dining hall. John 

O Falb will present 

the program. Everyone 

is invited! Refresh-

ments to follow. 
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West Union Chamber of Commerce 

101 North Vine Street 

West Union, IA  52175 

Phone: 563-422-3070 

Email: wuchamber@alpinecom.net 

www.westunion.com 

5:05 Community 

Social! 
Everyone is Invited 

Everyone is Welcome! 

Tuesday, August 12th  

5:05 PM 

 

105 N. Vine St. West Union, 563-422-8212, info@moonlightstitching.com  

 

Enjoy  Refreshments! 

September’s 5:05  

Community  

Social will be hosted 

at Palmer  

Lutheran Health  

Center on  

September 9th. 

 

If you are  

interested in  

hosting the  

October 14th 5:05 

Community  

Social, please  

contact the  

Chamber.  

Make sure to check out 

Stitch Session with the 

Debs on August 27th 

from 5 pm to 8 pm at 

Moonlight Stitching   

Studio & Sisters Retreat. 

Enter to WIN 

Door Prizes! 


