
Council Chambers, City Hall, March 28, 2012, 6:00 P.M. 

 

The West Union City Council met in special session on March 28, 2012, 

at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers with Mayor Kent Halverson 

presiding. 

 

Attendance Roll call: Present – Councilmembers Guenther, Gumm, Lauer, Blietz, and 

Bemiss via teleconference       Absent – None 

 

Approval of  Motion was made by Guenther, seconded by Gumm, to approve the 

Agenda  agenda as presented.  Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve Liquor Motion was made by Gumm, seconded by Lauer, to approve renewal of   

License for Moore’s  Liquor License LE0001776 for Moore’s Foods as presented.   

Foods Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

  

Next Council  The next regular meeting will be held April 2
nd

, 2012, at 6:00 P.M. in 

Meeting  the Council Chambers. 

 

Adjourn  With no further business to bring before the Council, a motion was made  

   by Guenther, seconded by Blietz, to adjourn. Roll call. All voted Aye.  

   Carried. 

 

   Meeting adjourned 6:02 P.M.  

 

Work Session on The reason for this special meeting was to discuss where we are today on 

Hotel/Motel Tax Hotel/Motel Tax and Local Option Sales Tax, and discuss where to  

And Local Option  distribute future money as this needs to be on the November election  

Sales Tax ballot this year.  For Hotel/Motel Tax, 50% is required to go towards Park 

& Rec or Tourism type activites.  The other 50% currently goes to Fayette 

County Economic Development, West Union Community Development, 

General Fund Budget Reduction, and West Union Chamber for tourism 

activities.  Lucinda Schmitz spoke on behalf  of the Fayette County Fair 

requesting a portion to go to the fairgrounds; Bill Ziegler of Fayette 

County Economic Development requested a portion continue to support 

the functions of his office and also the Community Development and 

provided a listing of what the current funds have supported through them; 

Jerry Blue requested the Hotel/Motel Tax remain at the 6% and not be 

increased to the 7% max, which is a benefit to the guests coming to our 

town.  Discussion will continue at a future council meeting. 

 Local Option Sales Tax expires December, 2014 at which time the Pool 

Loan will be paid off.  Currently 80% is going to the Pool Loan, 10% to 

Street Improvements, and 10% to Employee Benefits.  All council agreed 

they would like more into Street Improvements so we can improve the 

upkeep of our city streets.  Bemiss advised she would like to see a comp 

plan in place for the streets.  Street Superintendent, Rory Starks, advised 

he has a list of what needs repairs.  Fire Chief, Roger Gamm, requested 

50% go towards the Fire Department for updating firemen gear, airpacks, 

and to plan for the next truck to be replaced.  Police Chief Jim Davies also 

requested some of the local option sales tax for replacement of police cars 

and equipment.  He is needing to replace 2 cars in the next 2 years, and 

bullet proof vests need to be replaced every 5 years.  Councilmembers 

asked Vagts to do a few breakdowns to see what the money would add up 

to be for each need.  Further discussion will take place at the next council 

meeting. 

  

 Work session ended at 7:20 p.m. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       KENT HALVERSON, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

AMIE JOHANSEN, City Deputy Clerk 

 

 



 


