
Council Chambers, City Hall, February 6th, 2012, 5:30 P.M. 

 

The West Union City Council met February 6th, 2012 at 5:30 P.M. in 

Council Chambers with Mayor Kent Halverson presiding.  The meeting 

began with citing the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Attendance Roll call: Present – Council members Guenther, Lauer, Gumm and  

Bemiss via teleconference  Absent – Blietz 

       

Approval of  Motion was made by Lauer, seconded by Gumm, to approve the  

Agenda  agenda as presented.  Roll call.  All Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approval of the  Motion was made by Guenther, seconded by Lauer, to approve minutes of 

Minutes  the January 16
th

, 2012 regular meeting.  Roll call.  All Aye.  Carried. 

 

Public Hearing for  Bob Vagts advised this was the time and place set to hold a public hearing 

Streetscape   on the Geothermal Well Field Bids and Specifications.  Three bids were  

Geothermal Wells received: K2 Real Estate & Development, Sam’s Well Drilling, A-One 

Geothermal.  No written comments were received, and after no public 

comments were received, motion was made by Guenther, seconded by 

Bemiss, to close the public hearing.  Roll call.  All Aye.  Carried.  

  

Insurance Update  Kirby Moss, Benefit Solutions, gave Council an overview of our current 

By Kirby Moss,  health insurance, discussed changing the renewal date to better suit budget 

Benefit Solutions planning, and discussed Health Savings Accounts.  No action needed. 

 

Approve Tekippe Motion was made by Guenther, seconded by Gumm, to approve payment  

Invoices of invoice #7 for $248.20 for Civic Plaza engineering as presented.  Roll 

call.  All voted Aye.  Carried.  Motion was then made by Lauer, seconded 

by Bemiss, to approve payment of invoice #14 for $6,640 for Streetscape 

engineering as presented.  Roll call.  All Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve Payment Motion was made by Gumm, seconded by Guenther, to approve invoice  

To Upper  #10 to Upper Exploreland for $2,835 for DOE grant administration as  

Exploreland presented.  Roll call.  All Aye.  Carried.  Motion was then made by 

Guenther, seconded by Gumm, to approve payment of invoice #19 for 

$188.04 for CDBG grant administration as presented.  Roll call.  All Aye.  

Carried. 

 

Approve Payment Motion was made by Lauer, seconded by Gumm, to approve payment to  

To Terracon for  Terracon for invoice #T276242 for $1090 for vibration monitoring as  

Vibration Monitoring presented.  Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve Payment Motion was made by Guenther, seconded by Lauer, to approve payment 

To CDF for  to Conservation Design Forum for invoice #7332 for $1611.13 for  

Geothermal Bids expenses related to the geothermal well field bids as presented.  Roll call.  

All voted Aye.  Carried.   

 

Approve Payment Motion was made by Gumm, seconded by Bemiss, to approve payment to 

To Outdoor  Outdoor Recreation for invoice #7560 for $18,316 for Streetscape  

Recreation for  benches, which is funded by I-JOBS Mainstreet grant.  Roll call.  All  

Streetscape Benches voted Aye.  Carried.   

 

Approve Payment to Motion was made by Bemiss, seconded by Guenther, to approve payment 

Echo Valley  to Dennis McElree of Echo Valley Metalworks for invoice #10206 for  

Metalworks for  $9,218.25, which is 50% of the total, for the trash receptacles for the  

Trash Receptacles Streetscape project.  Roll call.  All Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve Payment George Tekippe, of Tekippe Engineering has been preparing the Water/ 

To Tekippe for  Sewer Plant for permitting for improvements, and also recalibrated the  

Wastewater  flow meter.  Motion was made by Gumm, seconded by Lauer, to approve  

Advisory Services payment of invoice #7 for $188.80 for services as presented.  Roll call.  

All Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve 2
nd

 Reading FEMA has presented us with a map of approximately 5 structures that 

Of Ordinance #564 exist in floodplain areas in West Union to assist homeowners in securing 

Floodplain flood insurance.  Planning & Zoning has reviewed and approved.  Motion 



Management was made by Bemiss, seconded by Gumm, to approve the 2
nd

 Reading of 

Ordinance 564 as presented.  Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve Purchase Street Superintendant, Rory Starks, requested to purchase a Bobcat 

Of Bobcat Toolcat Toolcat 5600 F-Series Utility Vehicle from Reiser Implement after testing  

Utility Vehicle it during the last snowfall.  With up to 40 attachments available, the 

benefits are year-round usage, mowing, meter reading, snowplowing & 

sanding, patching asphalt, as well as many other things.  Starks has surplus 

Road Use money to pay for 60%, and would partner with the Water/Sewer 

department to budget for the other 40%.  Total cost with blower, blade, 

bucket, and sander is $52,237.  Motion was made by Bemiss, seconded by 

Guenther, to approve the purchase as presented.  Roll call.  All voted Aye.  

Carried. 

 

Approve Resolution Motion was made by Guenther, seconded by Gumm, to approve Mayor 

2012-20 Approving Kent Halverson’s appointment to committees as follows: 

Appointments for Landfill/Recycling   Gumm-Blietz 

Councilmembers Employee Pay/Benefits  Bemiss-Lauer 

 Buildings/Grounds   Guenther-Gumm 

 Finance/Purchasing   Guenther-Blietz 

 Utility     Guenther-Bemiss 

 Fire     Lauer-Gumm 

 Street     Bemiss-Lauer 

 Planning/Codification   Blietz-Bemiss 

 Police     Blietz-Guenther 

 Library/Cemetery/Park & Rec  Gumm/Lauer 

 Mayor Pro-Tem   Blietz 

 Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

 

Appoint Teresa With the resignation of Marcy Alcorn from the Cemetery Board after 

Yauslin to  serving 30 years, the Board recommends Teresa Yauslin as her replace-  

Cemetery Board ment, term expiring 1/2/2014.  Motion was made by Lauer, seconded by 

Bemiss, to approve the recommendation.  Roll call.  All Aye. Carried. 

 

Discuss 2010-2011 Vagts asked if any council had questions on the audit results that had been  

City Audit received, and all were ok.  No action needed. 

 

Approve Renewal  Motion was made by Gumm, seconded by Guenther to approve renewals 

Permits for TAP’T  for all 3 businesses: TAP’T Out Stein-N-Dine, Dollar General, and Spirits  

Out, Dollar General & Such as presented.  Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

& Spirits & Such 

  

Approve January Motion was made by Bemiss, seconded by Guenther, to approve January 

Financials financials as presented.  Roll call.  All voted Aye.  Carried. 

 

Approve Transfer Police Chief Jim Davies discussed with the trainer what we should do with  

Of Ownership of  Roscoe now that Officer Mackey is gone.  Due to the age of the canine,  

Drug Canine to  the trainer felt best to retire him from his duties.  Alex Popenhagen of 

Alex Popenhagen Elgin has offered to take him into his home.  Davies recommends the City 

pay for the shots Roscoe needs to finish up the money in the account, and 

gift the canine to Popenhagen.  Motion was made by Bemiss, seconded by 

Guenther, to accept the Chief’s recommendation.  Roll call.  All Aye.  

Carried. 

 

Next Council  Next council meeting will be held Monday, February 20th, 2012 at 5:30 

Meeting  p.m. in council chambers. 

 

Adjourn  With no further business to bring before the Council, a motion was made  

   by Guenther, seconded by Gumm to adjourn. Roll call. All Aye.  Carried. 

 

   Meeting adjourned at 7:00 P.M.  

       ______________________________ 

       KENT HALVERSON, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 

Amie Johansen, Deputy City Clerk 

 


